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S. Krish Ministry of Electronics g

S.ecreg ety S, Information Technology (Meity,
ry Government of India

DO No. HQ-30011/3/2025-AU-HO
15" May, 2026

UIDALI had recently launched its new mobile application, Aadhaar App, that allows Aadhaar

Number Holder (ANH) to securely store, show, and share Aadhaar verifiable credentials with any
external entity for the purpose of identity verification.

2. Aadhaar app based Offline Verification enables secure identity verification, addressing
challenges relating to data privacy (Aadhaar photocopy misuse), authenticity of offline Aadhaar data and
proof of presence. The Aadhaar App facilitates consent-based sharing of digitally signed and tamper-
proof offline Aadhaar data with provision of offline face verification, thereby providing verifiers a secure,
efficient and compliant offline verification mechanism with reduced operational overhead.

3. The recent circular No HQ-30011/3/2025-AU-HO by UIDAI, dated 30.04.26, recognizes
Aadhaar Verifiable Credentials shown, shared and/or verified through Aadhaar Application, as a valid
mechanism for establishing identity of the Aadhaar Number Holder (Copy enclosed for ready reference).

4. Any entity desirous of undertaking Aadhaar app based Offline Verification of Aadhaar Number

Holder, should register itself as an Offline Verification Seeking Entity (OVSE) with UIDAL, in accordance
with the Aadhaar (Authentication and Offline Verification) Amendment Regulations, 2025 notified by
Gazette notification issued on 9" December 2025. Several entities including ceatral government
departments, state government departments and private entities have got registered as OVSE. N

5. Aadhaar app based Offline Verification can be explored across various citizen-facing use cases
such as hotel and guest house registration, visitor management at government and non-government
establishments, patient verification at hospitals, candidates’ verification for examination, and other
service delivery ecosystems requiring reliable identity verification on day-to-day basis.

6. The entife process is designed in alignment with applicable Aadhaar regulations and the -
provisions of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act.

7. During recent discussions with State authorities and law-enforcement agencies, it was observed
that Aadhaar app based Offline Verification mechanism can significantly ensure public safety and reduce

cases of identity impersonation.

8. A brief introduction of Aadhaar App and Offline Verification is attached for ready reference.

9. In this regard, it is requested that States/UTs may explore adoption of Aadhaar App based Offline
Verification at various citizen-facing services to promote ease of living for Aadhaar Number Holders and

ease of doing business for verifying agencies.
O TTW ’-'-n(n)-.ﬂb s
' . Yours sincerely,

(S. Krishnan)

To,‘
Chief Secretaries of all States/ UTs

Digital India
Power To Empower -
1 Rlmsar YAl 14400
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UIDALI had recently launched its new mobile application, Aadhaar App, that allows Aadhaar
Number Holder (ANH) to securely store, show, and share Aadhaar verifiable credentials with any

external entity for the purpose of identity verification.

2. Aadhaar app based Offline Verification enables secure identity verification, addressing

challenges relating to data privacy (Aadhaar photocopy misuse), authenticity of ofﬂint? Aadhaar data and
proof of presence. The Aadhaar App facilitates consent-based sharing of digitall)f signed and tamper-
proof offline Aadhaar data with provision of offline face verification, thereby providing verifiers a secure.
efficient and compliant offline verification mechanism with reduced operational overhead.

3. The recent circular No HQ-30011/3/2025-AU-HO by UIDAI, dated 30.04.26, recognizes
Aadhaar Verifiable Credentials shown, shared and/or verified through Aadhaar Application, as a valid
mechanism for establishing identity of the Aadhaar Number Holder (Copy enclosed for ready reference).

4. Any entity desirous of undertaking Aadhaar app based Offline Verification of Aadhaar Number
Holder, should register itself as an Offline Verification Seeking Entity (OVSE) with UIDAL in accordance
with the Aadhaar (Authentication and Offline Verification) Amendment Regulations, 2025 notified by
Gazette notification issued on 9" December 2025. Several entities including central goveragent
departments, state government departments and private entities have got registered as OVSE. ’

5. Aadhaar app based Offline Verification can be explored across various citizen-facing use cases

such as hotel and guest house registration, visitor management at government and non-government

establishments, patient verification at hospitals, candidates’ verification for examination, and other
2

service delivery ecosystems requiring reliable identity verification on day-to-day basis. &

6. The entire process is designed in alignment with applicable Aadhaar regulations and the -
provisions of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act.

7. During recent discussions with State authorities and law-enforcement agencies, it was observed
that Aadhaar app based Offline Verification mechanism can significantly ensure public safety and reduce
cases of identity impersonation.

8. A brief introduction of Aadhaar App and Offline Verification is attached for ready reference.

9. In this regard, it is requested that States/UTs may explore adoption of Aadhaar App based Offline
Verification at various citizen-facing services to promote ease of living for Aadhaar Number Holders and

ease of doing business for verifying agencies.
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Chief Secretaries of all tates/ U'T:

Power To Empower

Tal - N1DAANA . coanil - -carrotaryMmalb nav in 00— = e

AR fdaw, 6, d.of.a), Prada, ¢ fiveh—110003 / Electronics Niketan, 6, C.G.O. Complex, New Delhi-110003

———



No. HQ-30011/3/2025-AU-HO
Unique Identification Authority of India

(Aadhaar Usage Division)
Aadhaar Head Office

Behind Kali Mandir, Bangla Sahib Road,
Gole Market,

New Declhi. 110001

Dated: 3 o April, 2026

CIRCULAR

Subject: Validity of Aadhaar Verifiable Credential shown, shared and/or verified through Aadhaar Application.

Reference: o
1. Validity of downloaded Aadhaar (e-Aadhaar) as a proof of identity issued Ylde circular dated 28.04.2017.
2 Introduction of Aadhaar Card for use at par with other forms of Aadhaar like Aadhaar letter, e-Aadhaar,

.

masked e-Aadhaar and m-Aadhaar dated 29.09.2020.

a statutory body established under section 11 of
s, Benefits and Services) Act 2016 which came
ber called an Aadhaar Number
he resident to UIDAI during

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is
the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidie
into force on 12.9.2016. UIDATI is mandated to issuc a 12-digit unique identity num
to the residents based on demographic and biometric information submitted by t

enrolment.
2. As per Section 4(3) of Aadhaar Act, 2016:

“Every Aadhaar number holder 1o establish his identity, may volumtarily use his Aadhaar number in physical or
electronic form by way of authentication or offline verification or in such other form as may be notified, in such
manner as may be specified by the regulations .

3. As a stcp towards enhancing digital cnablement, UIDAI has launched a new Aadhaar Application.
namely, “Aadhaar App”. The Aadhaar App is available on both Andreid and iOS platforms. [t enables the Aadh_a'af
number holders to show, share and verify their identity in a digital manner. However, while sharing the identity
details to an Offline Verification Seeking Entity (OVSE) through Aadhaar App, the 12-digit Aadhaar number is
not transferred. The Aadhaar App provides the option to share cither complete or partial identity details in the
form of Aadhaar Verifiable Credentials of the Aadhaar number holder. The detail so shared is legally valid in
terms of the provisions of Information Technology Act, 2000, which provides legal recognition to electronic
records.

4. In light of the provisions of Aadhaar Act, 2016 and regulation mentioned above, Aadhaar verifiable
credentials shown, shared and/or verified through the “Aadhaar App” are legally valid form to establish identity
of Aadhaar number holder, in addition to other forms like Aadhaar letter, e-Aadhaar, masked e-Aadhaar, Aadhaar
Card and m-Aadhaar as notified earlier.

5. All the Ministries/Departments/State Governments/Autonomous Bodies/Authorities/other agencies
accepting Aadhaar as proof of identity are requested to accept Aadhaar shown and/or shared through the “Aadhaar
App” as a valid establishment of ideatity of the Aadhaar number holder and issue necessary instructions to all
concerned.

quh.

(Praveen Chaudhary)
Director (AU)

Copy to:

l.Sccrctqucs to the Government of India, All Ministries/ Departments of Government of India
2.All Chief Secretaries to the State Government/Union Territories .
3.All autonomous bodies '

4. Al DDGs of UIDAI HO and ROs.



Aadhaar app-based Offline Verification and OVSE Ecosystem

On 28th Jan, 2026, the new Aadhaar App was dedicated to the nation, marking a significant
milestone in identity verification. Aadhaar app based Offline Verification enables secure
identity verification, addressing challenges relating to data privacy, authenticity of offline
Aadhaar data and proof of presence. The Aadhaar App facilitates consent-based sharing of
digitally signed ang tamper-proof offline Aadhaar data with provision of offline face
verification, thereby providing Offline Verification Seeking Entity (OVSE) a secure, efficient and
compliant offline verification mechanism with reduced operational overhead.

The Aadhaar App fundamentally does 2 things:

Fintech companies, Age-gating for entry in Cinema halls / Public Events, and many more)
through a secured, privacy preserving and consent-based mechanism.
b) Aadhaar Services Management: Without visiting Aadhaar Seva Kendra (ASK) or Aadhaar

verification to establish proof of presence, offline Aadhaar QR Verification, and many

more) directly from their smartphone. .y

* Aadhaar app is aligned with the provisions and guiding principles of Digital Personal
Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023.

e Build on globally recognized interoperability standards such as OpenlD for Verifiable
Presentations (OpenID4VP) and World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) Verifiable

Credentials.

Registration of OVSE: Entities can now perform Aadhaar Offline Verification without the need
to connect to UIDAI’s database, i.e. Central Identities Data Repository (CIDR). This offline
verification mechanism provides a trusted, consent-based, and privacy-preserving alternative
to traditional Aadhaar authentication. To enable this, entities should register themselves as
an Offline Verification Seeking Entity (OVSE) with UIDAI, to use the Aadhaar App-based
verification services. Entities willing to know more abput Offline Verificatic?n etcosys.)tem , OVSE
registration process and other related information may visit https://uidai.gov.in/en/ovse-

registration.html.
- . 4 v f
A detailed OVSE handbook is also available at https://uidai.gov.in/images/OVSE Playbook.pd
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tter from the Special Secretary, Planning

Dear Sir/Madam,
Please find the attached le .
al and necessary action.

Department, GoUP, dated 11.06.2026 for your kind perus

Thanks & Regards,

Dr. Manoj Kumar,

Director,
Manpower Planning,
Planning Department, GoUP.
Yojana Bhawan, Lucknow. <
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